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(57) ABSTRACT

An optical network component is provided comprising a
semiconductor optical amplifier with an input and an output,
wherein the input is connected to a light source, wherein the
output is connected to an amplitude modulator, wherein the
semiconductor optical amplifier converts an amplitude
modulated signal from the amplitude modulator to a phase
modulated signal and provides the phase modulated signal at
its output. Also, a transmitter comprising at least one such
optical network component is suggested.
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OPTICAL NETWORK COMPONENT AND
METHOD FOR PROCESSING DATA IN AN
OPTICAL NETWORK

RELATED APPLICATIONS

This application is a 35 U.S.C. 371 national stage filing of
International Application No. PCT/EP2011/070500, filed on
Dec. 22, 2010. The contents of the aforementioned applica-
tion is hereby incorporated by reference.

The invention relates to an optical network component and
to a method for processing data in an optical network. Also, a
transmitter comprising at least one such optical network com-
ponent is suggested.

Optical transmitters, in particular coherent data optical
transmitters, with phase modulation are known.

[Hsiao-Yun Yu; Mahgerefteh, D.; Cho, P. S.; Goldhar, J.:
Optimization of the frequency response of a semiconductor
optical amplifier wavelength converter using a fiber Bragg
grating, Journal of Lightwave Technology (1999), vol. 17,
issue 2, p. 308-315, JLTEDG ISSN 0733-8724] discloses a
cross-gain modulation in a semiconductor optical amplifier
(SOA) for an all-optical wavelength conversion. An experi-
mental setup is shown for characterization of a modulated
frequency response of a SOA/fiber-grating wavelength con-
verter. A modulated optical signal with a predetermined level
fed to a SOA results in a phase modulation provided by the
SOA. Hence, the amplitude modulation conveyed to the
SOA'’s input provides a phase modulation at the SOA’s out-
put.

In other words, the SOA does a conversion from an ampli-
tude modulated signal into a phase modulated signal.

Hence, at least one (e.g., tunable) single mode laser can
feed a light beam to an amplitude modulator, e.g., an electro
absorption modulator (EAM), and the amplitude modulated
output is further conveyed to an SOA which serves as an
amplitude to phase modulation converter.

However this scenario bears the disadvantage that the
phase modulated signal provided by the SOA still contains a
residual amplitude modulation portion.

The problem to be solved is to overcome this disadvantage
and to provide a solution to generate an amplified phase
modulated signal in particular utilizing low-cost components.

This problem is solved according to the features of the
independent claims. Further embodiments result from the
depending claims.

In order to overcome this problem, an optical network
component is provided

comprising a semiconductor optical amplifier with an input

and an output,

wherein the input is connected to a light source,

wherein the output is connected to an amplitude modulator,

wherein the semiconductor optical amplifier converts an

amplitude modulated signal from the amplitude modu-
lator to a phase modulated signal and provides the phase
modulated signal at its output.

It is noted that the amplitude modulated and the semicon-
ductor optical amplifier can be supplied by the same light
source. [t is also noted that the output of the amplitude modu-
lator can convey a light beam in opposite direction to the
output of the semiconductor optical amplifier (i.e. the light
beam to the semiconductor optical amplifier is conveyed from
the light source to its input).

It is in particular an embodiment that an input of the ampli-
tude modulator is connected to the light source.

This solution allows for an efficient conversion of an
amplitude modulated signal into a phase modulated signal
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and suppresses the amplitude modulated portion in this phase
modulated signal. This concept does not require a chirp-free
modulator and may be utilized with commonly available and
non expensive parts. Also, only a single light source suffices
and the semiconductor optical amplifier provides two func-
tionalities, i.e. an amplification of the optical signal as well as
a conversion from the amplitude into the phase modulated
signal.

In an embodiment, the optical network element comprises
the light source.

Hence, the light source (in particular several light sources)
may be implemented or arranged within the optical network
component.

In another embodiment, the light source comprises a laser,
in particular at least one laser diode.

In a further embodiment, the light source comprises an
isolator.

Instead of the isolator, a combination of a quarter wave
plate and a polarizer can be used.

In a next embodiment, the optical network element com-
prises the amplitude modulator.

Hence, the amplitude modulator can be an integral part of
the optical network component.

Itis also an embodiment that the amplitude modulator is an
electro absorption modulator (EAM), in particular a reflective
electro absorption modulator (REAM).

Pursuant to another embodiment,

the light source is connected via a splitter to the input of the

semiconductor optical amplifier and to the amplitude
modulator,

an output of the amplitude modulator is connected via a

circulator to the output of the semiconductor optical
amplifier,

the output of the semiconductor optical amplifier is con-

nected to an optical fiber via said circulator.

Hence the semiconductor optical amplifier may convey the
phase modulated signal with the suppressed amplitude modu-
lated portion via the circulator to the optical fiber, in particular
to a receiver.

According to an embodiment,

the light source is connected to the input of the semicon-

ductor optical amplifier,

the output of the semiconductor optical amplifier is con-

nected via a splitter to the amplitude modulator,

the output of the semiconductor optical amplifier is con-

nected via said splitter to an optical fiber.

In this exemplary scenario, the semiconductor optical
amplifier may convey the phase modulated signal with the
suppressed amplitude modulated portion via the splitter to the
optical fiber, in particular to a receiver, which is connected to
the optical fiber.

According to another embodiment, the output of the semi-
conductor optical amplifier is connected via said splitter and
via an attenuator, in particular a variable attenuator, to the
optical fiber.

In yet another embodiment, the semiconductor optical
amplifier is at least temporarily operated in a saturation mode.

The semiconductor optical amplifier can be operated in its
saturation mode in order to obtain an efficient phase modu-
lated signal based on the amplitude modulated signal fed to
this semiconductor optical amplifier.

The problem is also solved by a transmitter comprising at
least one optical network component as described herein.

The problem mentioned above is further solved by a
method for processing data in an optical network,

wherein an amplitude modulated signal is conveyed to an

output of a semiconductor optical amplifier;
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wherein a light beam is conveyed to an input of the semi-

conductor optical amplifier,

wherein the semiconductor optical amplifier converts the

amplitude modulated signal to a phase modulated signal
and provides the phase modulated signal at its output.

It is noted that the input and the output of the semiconduc-
tor optical amplifier can also be regarded as a first port and a
second port.

According to an embodiment, the amplitude modulated
signal is conveyed via a circulator to the semiconductor opti-
cal amplifier.

Pursuant to an alternative embodiment, the amplitude
modulated signal is conveyed via a splitter to the semicon-
ductor optical amplifier.

It is also an embodiment that the semiconductor optical
amplifier is operated in a saturation mode.

In the saturation mode, the semiconductor optical amplifier
operates at its maximum level of amplification.

Furthermore, the problem stated above is solved by a com-
munication system comprising at least one device as
described herein.

Embodiments of the invention are shown and illustrated in
the following figures:

FIG. 1 shows a schematic diagram of an optical transmitter
with a semiconductor optical amplifier converting an ampli-
tude modulated signal into a phase modulated signal and
providing a reduced level of the amplitude modulated signal
at its output;

FIG. 2 shows an alternative embodiment of the transmitter
according to FIG. 1.

The solution provided in particular suggests two arrange-
ments with (at least) one laser source avoiding residual ampli-
tude modulation. Also, the approach does not require a chirp-
free modulator.

FIG. 1 shows a schematic diagram of an optical transmitter.
A laser (preferably with an isolator) 101 conveys a light beam
via a power splitter 102 to an electro absorption modulator
EAM 103 and to a semiconductor optical amplifier SOA 104.
The EAM 103 modulates the light beam with an electrical
signal (amplitude modulation) and conveys the modulated
signal to a circulator 105. The circulator 105 conveys this
amplitude modulated signal to the SOA 104. As the light
beam is also conveyed from the power splitter 102 to the SOA
104, both light signals arriving at the SOA 104 result in a
phase modulated signal, wherein the amplitude modulated
signal is suppressed based on the SOA’s self phase modula-
tion (SPM). It is noted that the SOA 104 preferably operates
in a saturation mode. The phase modulated signal without a
(significant) amplitude modulated portion is conveyed from
the SOA 104 to the circulator 105 and from there across an
optical fiber (indicated by an arrow 106) to a receiver (not
shown in FIG. 1).

The amplitude modulated signal is suppressed by a
“counter propagating wave” Kerr effect, wherein the AM
modulated light beam originates at the same laser source 101
as does the phase modulated output signal.

This solution has the advantage of a cost efficient setup that
may utilize commonly available components (no expensive
special equipment is required). A chirp of the modulator
(EAM 103) is negligible. The phase modulated output signal
provided by such transmitter has no or only a minimum
residual amplitude modulated portion. It is also an advantage
that compared to cross phase modulation (XPM) solutions,
only a single light source (instead of two light sources) is
required. The SOA 104 provides two different functionalities,
i.e. an optical amplification and the conversion from ampli-
tude to phase modulation.
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FIG. 2 shows an alternative embodiment with a light source
(laser 201) conveying a light beam to a SOA 202 which
further is connected to a 2x2 power splitter 203. The splitter
203 is further connected to a reflective electro absorption
modulator REAM 204 and to a variable attenuator 205.

The SOA 202 conveys the phase modulated signal via the
splitter 203 to the REAM 204 where it is amplitude modu-
lated with an electrical signal. The amplitude (and phase)
modulated signal is then fed back to the splitter 203 and to the
SOA 202. This amplitude and phase modulated signal can
also be monitored at the other port of the splitter 203, indi-
cated by an arrow 206. The SOA 202 obtaining the signal
from the splitter 203 converts the amplitude modulation to a
phase modulation and suppresses (or at least reduces) the
amplitude modulation portion. The resulting (mainly) phase
modulated signal is then fed via the splitter 203 to the variable
attenuator 205 (optional) and conveyed (indicated by an
arrow 207) via an optical fiber to a receiver (not shown in FIG.
2).

In addition to the advantages stated above with regard to
FIG. 1, this solution shown in FIG. 2 is very cost-efficient,
because no circulator is required and of the efficient imple-
mentation of the REAM 204. In addition, the SOA 202 can be
used as an amplifier for the amplitude modulated signal,
which reduces the laser power requirement and/or the modu-
lation index of the REAM 204.

In the embodiments of FIG. 1 and FIG. 2, a fraction of the
emitted light is reflected backwards to the light source (laser,
e.g., laser diode). In order to avoid disturbance of the light
source by back-scattering especially in terms of spectral
properties, the light source may contain an optical isolator.
Instead of an optical isolator a combination of polarizer and a
quarter wave plate can be used as described, e.g., in US
2002/0118904 Al.

LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS

AM amplitude modulation

EAM electro absorption modulator

PM phase modulation

REAM reflective electro absorption modulator
SOA semiconductor optical amplifier

XPM cross phase modulation

SPM self phase modulation

LIST OF REFERENCES

101 laser (with an optional isolator); also: light source
102 splitter, in particular power splitter

103 EAM

104 SOA

105 circulator

106 output signal (to be conveyed via optical fiber)
201 laser (with an optional isolator); also: light source
202 SOA

203 splitter

204 REAM

205 variable attenuator (optional)

206 monitoring signal (comprising AM and PM portions)
207 output signal (to be conveyed via optical fiber)

The invention claimed is:

1. An optical network component comprising:

a semiconductor optical amplifier with an input and an
output,

wherein the input is connected to a light source, wherein
the output is connected to an amplitude modulator,
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wherein the semiconductor optical amplifier converts an
amplitude modulated signal from the amplitude modu-
lator to a phase modulated signal and provides the phase
modulated signal at its output,

wherein the light source is connected via a splitter to the

input of the semiconductor optical amplifier and to the
amplitude modulator,

wherein an output of the amplitude modulator is connected

via a circulator to the output of the semiconductor opti-
cal amplifier, and

wherein the output of the semiconductor optical amplifier

is connected to an optical fiber via said circulator.

2. The optical network component according to claim 1,
wherein the optical network component comprises the light
source.

3. The optical network component according to claim 1,
wherein the light source comprises a laser, in particular at
least one laser diode.

4. The optical network component according to claim 3,
wherein the light source comprises an isolator.

5. The optical network component according to claim 1,
wherein the optical network component comprises the ampli-
tude modulator.

6. The optical network component according to claim 1,
wherein the amplitude modulator is an electro absorption
modulator.

7. The optical network component according to claim 1,
wherein the semiconductor optical amplifier is at least tem-
porarily operated in a saturation mode.

8. A transmitter comprising at least one optical network
component according to claim 1.

9. A method for processing data in an optical network
comprising:

conveying an amplitude modulated signal to an output of a

semiconductor optical amplifier;

conveying a light beam to an input of the semiconductor

optical amplifier; and

with the semiconductor optical amplifier, converting the

amplitude modulated signal to a phase modulated signal
and providing the phase modulated signal at the output
of the semiconductor optical amplifier,
wherein the amplitude modulated signal is conveyed via a
circulator to the semiconductor optical amplifier; and

wherein the light beam is conveyed via a splitter to the
input of the semiconductor optical amplifier and to the
amplitude modulator.

10. The method according to claim 9, wherein the semi-
conductor optical amplifier is operated in a saturation mode.

11. An optical network component comprising:

a semiconductor optical amplifier with an input and an

output,
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wherein the input is connected to a light source and the
output is connected to an amplitude modulator,

wherein the semiconductor optical amplifier converts an
amplitude modulated signal from the amplitude modu-
lator to a phase modulated signal and provides the phase
modulated signal at its output;

wherein the output of the semiconductor optical amplifier

is connected via a splitter to the amplitude modulator;
and

wherein the output of the semiconductor optical amplifier

is connected via said splitter to an optical fiber.

12. The optical network component according to claim 11,
wherein the optical network component comprises the light
source.

13. The optical network component according to claim 11,
wherein the light source comprises a laser, in particular at
least one laser diode.

14. The optical network component according to claim 13,
wherein the light source comprises an isolator.

15. The optical network component according to claim 11,
wherein the optical network component comprises the ampli-
tude modulator.

16. The optical network component according to claim 11,
wherein the amplitude modulator is an electro absorption
modulator, in particular a reflective electro absorption modu-
lator.

17. The optical network component according to claim 11,
wherein the output of the semiconductor optical amplifier is
connected via said splitter and via an attenuator, in particular
a variable attenuator, to the optical fiber.

18. The optical network component according to claim 11,
wherein the semiconductor optical amplifier is at least tem-
porarily operated in a saturation mode.

19. A transmitter comprising at least one optical network
component according to claim 11.

20. A method for processing data in an optical network,
comprising:

conveying an amplitude modulated signal to an output of a

semiconductor optical amplifier;

conveying a light beam to an input of the semiconductor

optical amplifier; and

with the semiconductor optical amplifier, converting the

amplitude modulated signal to a phase modulated signal
and providing the phase modulated signal at the output
of the semiconductor optical amplifier;

wherein the amplitude modulated signal is conveyed via a

splitter to the semiconductor optical amplifier.

21. The method according to claim 20, wherein the semi-
conductor optical amplifier is operated in a saturation mode.
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